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Following, as recoidéd By The Ne}jr
York Times, is g transcript of Presi-

dent Carter’s televised address to the

nation at 7 A.M. yesterday on the hos- .

tage situation:

Yesterday refull
planned: operation which was under
way in Iran to position our rescue team

for later withdrawal of American hos-

tages who have been held captive there
since Nov. 4. Equipment failure in the
rescue helicopters made it necessary to

end the mission. As our team was with- -

drawing, after my order to do so, two of
our American aircraft collided on the

ground following a refueling operation

ina remote desert location in Iran.
Other information about this rescue

mission will be made available to the )

American people when it is appropriate’
to do so. There was no fighting; there
was no combat. But to my deep regret

eight of the crewmen of the two aircraft =~

which collided were killed, and several
3t1;er American% were hurt in the acci-
ent. . e N .
Our people were immediately 'air-
lifted from Iran. Those who were in-
jured have gotten medical treatment _
and all of them are

1 canceled a"careﬂilly'

expected to recover,

No knowledge of this operation by any -

Iranian officials or authorities was evi. .

dent to us until several hours after all ™

Americans were withdrawn from Iran.
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hat the opersiery knew. and I knew, " Representative James C, Wright Jr., left, with William S. Broomfleld, second from lofs, Clement J. Zablocki and Alan
ficult and it was certain to be danger- s - Cranston, right, as they spoke with reporters yesterday after meeting with President Carter. - ;
o aerere all convinced that if and " - has caused no Iranian casualties: themselves and the growing realization  the placement of our rescue team fora

when the rescue operation had been

commenced that it had an excellent
chance of success. They were all volun-
teers, they were all highly trained, I
met with their leaders before they went

| Planning for-this rescue effort began
shortly after our embassy was seized,
but for a number of reasons I waited .
until now to put those rescue plans info
effect. To be feasible' this complex

- that their early release was highly un-
ikely, I made a decision to commence
- the rescue operation’s plans.

,.This attempt became a necessity and

ture rescue operation.
bility is fully my own.

In the aftermath of the attempt, we
continue to hold the Government of

The responsi-

: ation. ; ; : A A - a duty. The readiness of our team toun- ibili :
Bopes of e, Sd OF A Amesienas - operation had to b the product of iy AAY T Feadinss four completely {02} SEoRIbILY for the safety and
they carried with them. S ‘ﬁ?‘:&gﬂnfeﬂggﬁ?%ﬁﬁgmg ',gt;agt_icable. Accordingly, I made the  hostages who hava teen held so long,

Admiration and Sorrow Voiced resolution of this crisis tfxroug’]‘x neg'aﬁ- met%ls:);g:gég::u{ l(!))‘x{ldgef:;etlgipsed rgs%l?: o Broited States remains determined

To the families of those who diedand -
who were wounded I want to express,
the admiration I feel for the courage of
their loved ones and the sorrow that I
feel personally for their sacrifice, .

" The mission on which they were em-
barked was a humanitarian mission. It
was not directed against; Iran. It was
not directed against the people of Iran,
. It was pot undertaken with any feeling
of hostility toward Iran or its people. It

ations and with voluntary action on the
part of the Iranian officials was obvi-
ogsly then, has been and will be prefer-
able. B

This rescue atterript had to await my
judgment that the Iranian authorities
could not or would not resolve this

crisis on their own initiative, With the "

steady unraveling of authority in Iran ,
and the mounting dangers that were
posed to the safety of the hostages

- theé world that have

can lives, to protect America’s national
interest and to reduce the teiisions in
he world t been caused among
me%ny nations as this crisis has contin.
ued. e X

¥ “Responsibility Fully My Own®

- It was my ‘
rescue operation;
cancel it when problems developed in

prepared in order to safeguard Ameri.

to bring about that safe releas at the
€arliest date possiible. !
- As President, I know that our entire

- nation feels a deep gratitiide I feel for-

decision to attempt ‘the .
it was my decision to

“Text of the E

arly Whi'ge House Statement on Iran

WASHINGTON, April 25 (UPI) ~
" Following is the text of the White House

statement issued at 1 A.M. today onthe

rescue attempt in Iran:

The President has ordered the caf-
‘cellation of an operation in Ifan that
was under way to prepare for a fescue
of our hostages. R o

- The mission was terminated because
of equipment failure. During the subse.
quent withdrawal, there was a collision

deeply regrets that eight American
crewmen of the two aircraft were killed
and others were injured in the acci-
dent, it

. Americans involved in the operation

have riow airlifted from Iran and those

+ who were injured are being given medi-

cal treatment and are expected to re-

cover. : e
This mission was not motivated by

hostility toward Iran or the Iranian

" people and there were no Iranian casu-

sons, to protect the national interests of
this country and to alleviate interna-

tional tensioris. . o]
full responsi- |

- The President accepts :
bility for the decision to attempt the
rescue. T L

The nation is deeply grateful to the
brave men who were

. cue the hostages. .

. The United States continues to hold
the Government of Iran responsible for
the safety of the American hostages.

preparing to res-

the brave men who were prepared to
rescue their. fellow: Americans  from °
captivity. And as President I also know

_that the nation shires not only my dis-

appointment that the rescue effort
could not be mounted because of me-"

“chanical difficuities but also, my déter-.

mination to persevere and to bring all

- of our hostages home to freedom.

.. We haye been disappointed before,
We will not give up in our efforts,
Throughout this extraordinarily diffi-"
cult period we have pursued and will

“continue to pursue'every possible ave-

nue to secure the release of the, hos- |

tages. -

" In these efforts. the support of the. |

American people and of our friends
throughout the world has beéen a most
crucial element. That support of other

- nations is even more important now. '|

We will seek to continue, along with
other nations and with the officials of
Iran, a prompt resolution of the ‘crisis
without any loss of life and through

‘between our aircraft on the groundat a alties. . . - The United States remains determined 0 !
remote desert location. There wereno Preparations for this rescue mission  to obtain their safe release at the earli- | peaceful and diplomatic means.
military hostilities but the President . Were ordered for humanitarian rea. estpossible date o ’ Thank you very much.

v . .
oo . I
: . A o

%

o

)

-

Approved For Release 2010/06/28 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000101020082-9



